The New Movement of Asylum Seekers
and Immigrants without papers in France
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“WITHOUT PAPERS, NOT WITHOUT RIGHTS . . ."

AFRICANS GIVE DIRECTION
TO THE MOVEMENT
AGAINST FORTRESS EUROPE

"If we had not taken our autonomy,
we would not be here today."
Madjiguéne Cissé

- Hunger strikers in St Bernard Church, Paris 1996

A powerful introduction to the Sans-Papiers movement of undocumented
asylum seekers and immigrants in France, spearheaded by African women
and men. This compelling account by their major spokeswoman describes
why and how the Sans-Papiers organized independently, including from
immigrant welfare and other established organizations "which told us that
we could never win because people were not ready to hear what we had
to say."

Taking charge of their own movement, they gained wide-ranging support
from anti-racist, women’s and community groups, churches, trade unions
and celebrities, and inspired immigrants of many nationalities to form
Sans-Papiers collectives. Ms Cissé shows how the Sans-Papiers’ success
has depended on women — the Sans-Papieres — taking their autonomy
from men. "Each time the movement ran out of steam, the women met
and worked out initiatives which relaunched the struggle.”

Combining their experience in the ex-colonies and as immigrants in the
old imperial centre, the Sans-Papiers are giving new direction to the
movement opposing all laws against immigrants, the rise of racism and
nazism, casualisation and cuts, which are at the heart of Fortress Europe.
"The struggle, in Senegal and elsewhere, against structural adjustment
programmes, and our struggle here, is one and the same. Co-ordination
is not easy from 7,000 km away, but we must constantly ensure that we
are making the connections.”

Also includes the Sans-Papiers Manifesto, a chronology of
major events from the first church occupation in
March 1996 to the present, and other information.



